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AUSTIN BEUTNER UPDATE TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY – JUNE 7, 2021 

Good morning. I’m Austin Beutner, Superintendent of the Los Angeles Unified School 
District. 
 
Today, we’ll take a closer look at work to create world-class school facilities, check in on 
the vaccination efforts at schools, give a quick update on summer school and talk about 
two exciting new projects. An effort to raise the standard of environmental safety in 
schools and a plan to create affordable housing for teachers and staff to allow them to 
live in the communities they serve.  
 
Last week Ron Miller and Chris Hannan from the Los Angeles/Orange Counties 
Building and Construction Trades Council joined me on the Magic School Bus. We 
visited Roosevelt, Crenshaw and Venice High Schools to check in the status of work to 
upgrade and modernize the schools. More than $400 million is being invested in these 3 
projects. 
 
These are just a few of the more than 700 projects under way at schools in each of the 
communities we serve. There are about 140,000 Building Trades workers throughout 
Los Angeles area and more than 1/3 of them have worked on a project at a school. 
During the pandemic, dedicated teams of construction workers continued to work every 
day to build the world-class school facilities our students deserve. 
 
Last November, the communities we serve agreed to provide an additional $7 billion to 
continue to renovate, modernize, and replace older school facilities thanks to the 
approval of Measure RR by more than 71% of voters. The funds will also create about 
130,000 good-paying jobs, including apprenticeships and work opportunities for 
graduates from our high schools.  
 
I had a chance to speak with some of the people who are working at the school sites we 
visited. Please listen. 
 
A few weeks ago, we launched one of the most ambitious efforts in the nation to provide 
vaccinations to children ages 12 and up at local neighborhood schools. In addition to 
providing vaccinations at 26 school sites in underserved communities, mobile teams of 
clinicians visited 250 secondary schools throughout Los Angeles Unified. 
 
The effort is making a difference -- thousands of children along with their family 
members came to schools to get their first dose of vaccine. And right away, we saw how 
much difference access to the vaccine at a trusted location in the neighborhood makes. 
More than half of the people we helped at schools just walked in, without an 
appointment, and got vaccinated. 
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On a recent visit to Huntington Park High School, I spoke with two families who shared 
why this school-based vaccination program was so important to them.  
 
Jose was accompanied by his three daughters, Victoria, Samantha and Sofia who are in 
9th, 6th and 1st grades. Their family has been struggling with homelessness throughout 
this crisis and is currently living in a temporary shelter, without access to regular health 
care. Free vaccines at their local school will help keep them safe during what has been 
and continues to be a very difficult time for them. 
 
Jesus and his daughter Leslie, a 10th-grader, also came to get vaccinated. He was a 
professional with a good job in his home country. When he moved to Los Angeles, 
Jesus found work as a waiter but didn’t have medical insurance. During this time, his 
son developed a brain tumor and Jesus had to take him to Mexico for treatment. They 
are grateful for the access to free vaccines they know will keep them safe. Leslie was 
inspired by her brother’s fight, and plans to become a neurosurgeon. She is well on her 
way, having just completed a 10-week online Marine Biology and Environmental 
Science research program through UCSD, where she participated with students from all 
over the world.  
 
This summer will bring a world of opportunity for students of all ages and grade levels. 
School will offer classes in Reading, Math and Language development, credit recovery 
in all academic areas, both in person and online. Students can also participate in a wide 
range of exciting enrichment classes, including The Science of Sports with the Los 
Angeles Chargers, Cartooning and Animation with Illumination, Create your own DC 
Super Heroes, Artificial Intelligence for Good, Black/Pan African History, and Wellness 
for Mind and Body. Please sign up now to reserve a spot for your child. 
 
And believe it or not, the 2021 school year is just around the corner. While we have 
some sense of what school will look like for the coming school year, our COVID crystal 
ball is not perfect. The good news is infections continue to decrease, more people are 
being vaccinated and health authorities tell us conditions should continue to improve. 
When the new school year starts in August, staff will have had more than 6 months to 
get vaccinated and students 12 and older more than 3 months. Whatever it looks like in 
the weeks and months ahead, we will continue to meet or exceed state and local health 
standards in our schools. 
 
In the fall, all students will have the opportunity to participate in full, on-campus, in-
person instruction.  
 
This means elementary school students will be on campus 5 days a week for a full day 
of in-person instruction with their teacher and classmates. Middle school and high 
school students will be on campus 5 days a week for a full schedule of instruction. For 
both elementary and secondary students, after-school programs will be available from 
the end of the school day until 6:00 pm. 
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We will continue to require students and staff to wear masks in schools until more 
children have been vaccinated, just as President Biden’s medical advisor, Dr. Fauci has 
recently advised. But the new school year is still 2 months away and we don’t know 
exactly what standards health authorities will tell us are appropriate at that time. 
 
You can rest assured Los Angeles Unified will continue to meet or exceed all state and 
local health guidelines and will continue to maintain the highest standard of safety of 
any school district in the country. We will do what’s necessary and appropriate to 
protect the health and safety of all in the school community. 
 
Across the Los Angeles area, town halls are being held to provide families with more 
information and answer questions. We encourage you to participate in a town hall being 
held in your local community. 
 
We are working to keep our schools the safest in the nation, while spending tax dollars 
responsibly. Schools are currently using MERV-13 air filters, and running the HVAC 
systems 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We plan to conduct a pilot this summer to 
study and evaluate ways to further improve air quality using different air-cleaning 
systems.  
 
The goal is to create an even higher standard of air quality at schools. Students will not 
only be protected from airborne viruses like COVID but from the harmful effects of 
airplane and truck emissions in transit corridors as well as dangerous pollutants from 
wildfires. Study after study have shown the harmful impacts poor air quality have on 
children and more must be done to address this issue. 
 
Industry experts including specialists from the Southern California Air Quality 
Management District will help develop the study and evaluate the results. We recognize 
the importance environmental safety plays in the lives of students and staff in our 
schools and want to continue to build on the progress we have already made.  
 
In addition to the air quality work, we will also bring to the Board of Education for 
consideration a project to begin the process of building affordable housing for school 
teachers and staff. This critical effort will create 2,000 units of affordable, workforce 
housing which will help recruit the next generation of teachers and school staff and 
allow them to live in the community they serve. 
 
Our effort to provide jobs for graduating seniors who are enrolled in a local college is 
going well. Almost 100 students are already in the interview process and the program is 
becoming a model for the nation. Amazon has received requests from the state of 
Oregon as well as school districts in Chicago and Denver to set up a similar program. 
 
As we approach the last day of the school year and celebrate culminations and 
graduations of our hard-working students, I am reminded that I, too, am a member of 
the Class of 2021, as I complete my term as Superintendent. My very capable 
colleague, Deputy Superintendent Megan Reilly, will be stepping in to serve as Interim 
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Superintendent while the Board undertakes a search process for the next 
Superintendent. The leadership ranks of Los Angeles Unified have never been stronger 
and I know you share my gratitude for the commitment of the women and men like 
Megan who answer the call to serve in public education.  
 
I want to thank the principal, teacher and student advisory councils who have shared 
their counsel and support with me these past three years. When I started, we pulled 
together small groups of each so I could meet with them regularly throughout the school 
year. It was invaluable to hear directly from students and staff in schools about issues 
and concerns as we worked together to develop solutions. PE teacher Felix Quiñónez 
was not only a member of the teacher advisory group, he was also recognized recently 
by his peers as a Los Angeles Unified Teacher of the Year 2020. Felix is a great 
example of the teacher leaders we have in schools throughout Los Angeles Unified. 
 
I plan to share highlights of our work these past few years in my State of the Schools 
Address at the Hollywood Bowl on Tuesday, June 15th. The event will also be available 
on KLCS and Los Angeles Unified’s website the next day. I hope you can participate as 
we recognize and celebrate the work of all 86,000 of my colleagues who have worked 
tirelessly to make sure students get the best possible education.  
 
As we finish this morning, I want to share my words of encouragement to the Class of 
2021 in the College Bound program which is so ably led by the Los Angeles Harbor 
Boys & Girls Clubs. This program encourages students to pursue their dreams and 
helps them navigate the college process, from applications to financial aid.  
 
The future of our community, our state and our nation is in our public schools. And I’m 
pleased to say, judging by the Class of 2021, the future looks very bright.  
 
Thank you for your continued patience and support. 
 


